
BY RANDY BUTLER

THE HISTORY
BEHIND THE IMAGE



On March 23, 2019, I led a tour to Israel.  
On previous trips, I discovered my favorite locations; 
including Mt. Arbel in Galilee, Jacob’s Well in Samaria, 

and the Southern Steps in Judea. The Southern Steps is where 
the picture “Jesus over Jerusalem” was taken.

I saved the Southern Steps for our last location to visit before 
taking communion together later that afternoon in the Garden 
Tomb.  

The weather was unseasonably cold and wet. I was frustrated 
with how adverse the weather had been this trip. However, I 
had never seen a lusher Israel than what I saw this year. And of 
course, without the stormy weather, the picture God was to give 
me would not have happened. It is so true that in the storms of 
life God is closest to us!

We arrived at the Southern Steps around 11:30 a.m. on April 
2, 2019. I read and spoke from Acts 2:14-41 and titled my de-
votional “Jesus Saves;” sharing my passion to see people give 
their hearts and lives to Jesus. I urged my 21 listeners to ask the 
Holy Spirit to help them live a life staying clean and close to 
God. I also emphasized asking the Holy Spirit for boldness to 
proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ. He died for our sins 
on the cross, with His shed blood atoning for what we could 
not atone. On the third day He arose from the grave conquering 
sin, Satan and death. In Him we can have salvation through the 
forgiveness of sins and have eternal life.

Luke 21:27-28: “And then 
they will see THE SON 
OF MAN COMING IN A 
CLOUD with power and 
great glory. But when these 
things begin to take place, 
straighten up and lift up 
your heads, because your 
redemption is drawing 
near.” (NASB)
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I invited the group to spend about five minutes or so in prayer 
and find a place where each person could be alone with 
God. Surprisingly, we were the only group on the South-
ern Steps because the weather truly was cool and damp. I 
climbed up the steps to the far-right hand corner where I had 
prayed my previous trips to Israel

I remember clearly the Lord gave me the following prayer 
from my heart to His: “Lord, I want people to see You, know 
You and love You with all their heart. In Jesus name, Amen.”

The Lord spoke to my heart; I felt prompted to turn around 
and take a few pictures. My eyes were blurred with tears at 
11:53 a.m. on April 2, 2019, when I quickly took seven pic-
tures.  I wiped the tears from my eyes and gathered up our 
group to meet our guide and head down the hill to our bus.

Those who know me can attest that I spend most of my time 
looking down at the ground for treasures. This trip I chose 
to look up; it turns out that is where the real treasure is! This 
trip I was taking pictures at each location we visited. It is 
so true that we can become downtrodden and discouraged 
with our circumstances in life.  It is when we look to the 
heavens that we are reminded God is not far from each one 
of us!

As I walked to our bus from the Southern Steps, the Lord 
clearly gave me a message from Acts 17:27 and Acts 3:19. 
Acts 17:27 states, “God did this so that men would seek him 
and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is 
not far from each one of us.” (NIV).  Acts 3:19 says, “Repent 
therefore and return, that your sins may be wiped away, in 
order that times of refreshing may come from the presence 
of the Lord.” (NASB).

It wasn’t until evening that I looked at the pictures I had 
taken during the day. I deleted most of them because I am 
terrible at taking pictures. In fact, the previous three trips 
Joanie, my wife (who is the real photographer in our family), 
took most of the pictures.

When I came to the picture that evening I call, “Jesus Over 
Jerusalem”, immediately my eyes saw what looked like an 
image of Jesus. In disbelief, I looked at it several more times; 
then asked Joanie if she could see what I was seeing. She 
did! I then showed the picture to some of the people in 
our group who were at dinner. They were surprised, amazed 
and blessed to have seen such an image of Jesus.

“God did this so that men 
would seek him and perhaps 
reach out for him and find 
him, though he is not far from 
each one of us.”
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The image referred to as Jesus 
Over Jerusalem has been analyzed 
in accordance with prevailing, 
accepted forensic methodology 
and adheres to the Daubert or 
Frye standards. The image was 
found to be authentic, unaltered 
in any manner. Official forensic 
report available upon request.
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If this picture and story has touched your heart and you would like to 
know more about the “Jesus Over Jerusalem” project I invite you to

www.jesusoverjerusalem.com 

(NASB) Copyright © 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1995 by The Lockman Foundation 
(NIV) Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, New York Bible Society International, 1978 New York International Bible Society by 
Biblica, Inc.® used by permission only
Copyright Notice All materials contained within this written presentation are protected by United States and International copyright laws. Reproduction, 
distribution, displayed, published, or broadcast without the express written permission of “© 2019, Jesus Over Jerusalem LLC, “All Rights Reserved”.

My prayer to receive
Jesus as MY Savior…
Dear Jesus, please forgive me 
of all my sins.  I am sorry, and I 
repent and confess my sin fully 
to You. By faith, please come 
in to my heart and life, love 
me and forgive me as You have 
promised. I believe You are the 
Son of God.  Thanks for giving 
me eternal life. I love you with all 
my heart.  In Jesus name, amen.

God gave me the following message to attach to the image given me by God of His Son, Jesus Christ:

1. To repent is to get right with God through Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sin.
2. To return is to rediscover Jesus, fall in love with Him and follow Him by faith.
3. A season of refreshing will come when Jesus is the focus for life in which everything becomes 

better.
4. Nothing can compare to being in the presence of the Lord.   

My prayer for you is that you would see Him, know Him and love Him with all your heart!
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JESUS OVER JERUSALEM LLC.
contact@jesusoverjerusalem.com

Cell: 1 (503) 979-3998

www.jesusoverjerusalem.com 

Scan with your cell phone camera 
or use a QR code application.


